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Declare is a platform that enables transparent disclosure 
and discovery of healthy building products. Manufacturers 
voluntarily provide detailed product information on easy-
to-understand labels, which list ingredients and use 
color-coding to flag chemicals of concern. The labels also 
report the product’s assembly locations, life expectancy, 
end-of-life options, and Living Building Challenge (LBC) 
compliance.

The free, searchable Declare database allows designers, 
owners, and homeowners to specify trusted products 
that meet green building certification requirements like 
Core Green Building, LBC, LEED, and WELL. Declare has 
positively transformed the materials marketplace, enabling 
the construction of buildings that prioritize health.

The International Living Future Institute (ILFI), an 
environmental nonprofit, envisions a more sustainable 
future that is ecologically restorative, socially just, and 
culturally rich. Their flagship program, the Living Building 
Challenge (LBC), provides a road map to this regenerative 
vision. ILFI’s certifications and transparency platforms are 
intended to guide the way towards a “living future”.



RED LISTED

Harmful to Living
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The Red List is a list of 
chemicals representing 

the “worst in class” 
substances

The LBC Red List catalogs substances prevalent in 
the building industry that pose serious risks to human 
health and the environment. Organized by chemical 
class and identified by their Chemical Abstracts  
Service Registry Number (CASRN or CAS Number), 
the Red List has been an intuitive tool since 2006 
for communicating the need to stop using harmful 
chemicals. 

The Red List is regularly updated to include or remove 
certain chemical classes based on their potential 
to harm human health and the environment. These 
chemicals may pose a range of hazards, such as 
cancer, reproductive toxicity, organ damage, endocrine 
disruption, persistence in the environment, and ozone 
depletion.

Examples of Red Listed Chemicals are Formaldehyde, 
Asbestos, Mercury, Chloroprene, Halogenated Flame 

Retardants, and PVC. 
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Red List Priority List Watch List

Comprehending  
Red List and Watch List  

to help consumers make informed decisions 
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Red List vs. Watch List 

WATCH LIST

PRIORITY 
LIST

RED LIST

The Watch List: The LBC Watch List serves as a 
warning to manufacturers and project teams that 
certain chemicals identified by ILFI may soon be 
added to the more restrictive LBC Red List. While 
inclusion on the Watch List does not affect a product’s 
Declaration Status or prevent its use on LBC projects, 
it signals that the product could be prohibited in the 
near future if those chemicals are ultimately added 
to the Red List.

The Red List: An enforceable screening guide that 
contains 800 unique CAS numbers representing the 
“worst in class” materials commonly used in today’s 
building industry. The commonly used chemicals on 
the Red List pollute the environment, bio accumulate 
up the food chain to toxic concentrations, and harm 
construction and manufacturing workers.

The Priority List: To be added to the Red List, a 
chemical must first be designated as “Priority” for 
at least 12 months. When a chemical has this Priority 
for Red List Inclusion designation, it will be flagged in 
light orange on the Declare label, but this does not 
affect the product’s overall Declaration Status.



UNDERSTANDING YOUR LABEL

Making Informed Choices
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A Declare Label  
is the nutrition label for products

End-of-Life Options: Take-back programs can divert 
materials from landfills and hazardous waste streams 
by recovering items that are salvageable, reusable, or 
recyclable.

Ingredients: Categorized and displayed by their 
respective components. Unrestricted ingredients are 
shown in grey, Red List chemicals appear in red, and 
Watch List Priority List chemicals are indicated in light 
orange.

Declare Identifier: The program sets a 12-month 
expiration date for product listing, ensuring continuous 
monitoring and compliance.

Declaration Status: Verifies that product complies 
with Living Building Challenge Red List.

Third Party Verification Badge: Indicates that 
a professional third-party assessor has validated 
the accuracy of the manufacturer’s supply chain, 
purchasing practices, ingredient claims, compliance 
with Living Building Challenge standards, and reported 
embodied carbon data.

Disclosed % Value: Represents the product’s disclosure 
threshold required to meet building certification credit 
standards.



SUSTAINABLE  ASSURANCE

Products You Can Trust
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Arca Pro
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AYA
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Line Column
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Line Bollard
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M36 Combo
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M36 MRC Wall Washer
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MHL125
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Melli ™
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Melli Sistema
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Ouray
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Peeta
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VAZVAZ
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